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Thoughts From The Collar

7KH JDUGHQHUYYV DVVLVWDQW ZDV DERXW W
ZKLFK KDG RYHUJURZQ 3, PLJKW DV ZHOO JH\
MXVW OLNH D ORDG RI ROG VWULQJ FOLPELQJ
JDUGHQHU B3WKDW LV D EHDXWLIXO FOHPDWL®
and nurtured it will produce the most beautiful flowers next spring

DQG VXPPHU" $V HYHU\ JDUGHQHU NQRZV PD
in the winter, but with careful pruning they can produce wonderful

flowers or fruit.

Jesus told us he was the vine and we are
the branches. He is the living trunk and
we are the living growing branches coming
from the trunk; that is what Jesus is say-
ing. He wants us as his followers to be a
living, vibrant, fruitful presence in the
world. We as his branches cannot bear
fruit by ourselves, we have to rely on the
source - Jesus.

How do we do that? By listening to and reading the word of God
and putting it into practice in our lives. We also have to rely on
each other. Branches are all interconnected, part of each other, all
feeding from the same stem out of the same soil, but all growing in
different and unique directions. We share a common life, and
within that we become our own unique, distinctive selves.

But if the words of Jesus do not remain in the lives of his followers,
like dead branches they are useless, fit only to be cut off and
thrown away. Jesus invites his followers to make their

home with him, to trust him, to rely on him, and to

draw nourishment on him.

If a branch is detached from the tree it will die; it can-
not live on its own, and we cannot either. Often we
rush about following our own chosen path in life, trying
to do good for those around us. We may forget about
depending on Jesus and on one another. If our love is
real and active, if we rely on him and make our home
with him, then the words of Jesus will truly bear fruit in
our lives and in our world.
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