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Thoughts From The Collar  

 

I am reminded of two people riding a tandem up a hill.  When they 
finally made it to the top, exhausted, the one on the back seat said, 
�³�<�R�X���D�U�H���O�X�F�N�\�����L�I���,���K�D�G���Q�R�W���N�H�S�W���W�K�H���E�U�D�N�H�V���R�Q�����Z�H���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���V�O�L�G��
�E�D�F�N���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H���K�L�O�O���D�J�D�L�Q���´�����<�R�X���P�D�\���V�P�L�O�H�������E�X�W���D���O�R�W���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���S�H�R��
�S�O�H���O�L�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���E�U�D�N�H�V���R�Q�������0�D�Q�\���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���O�R�Y�H���W�R���E�H�O�R�Q�J���W�R��
a church, feel a part of what is going on, but they themselves do not 
give anything. 

 
Florence Nightingale, who became 
a legend working among wounded 
�D�Q�G�� �G�\�L�Q�J�� �V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V���� �V�D�L�G���� �³�1�R�Z�� �,��
know what it is to live and love life . 
. . I wish for no other earth, no other 
�Z�R�U�O�G�� �W�K�D�Q�� �W�K�L�V���´���� �� �6�K�H�� �K�D�G�� �I�R�X�Q�G��
her place and her passion - any-
thing else for her was merely exist-
ing.  Sadly, within the Christian 
�F�K�X�U�F�K�� �D�Q�G�� �K�H�U�H�� �L�Q�� �6�W�� �0�D�U�N�¶�V�� �Z�H��
have those members who only ex-
ist.  They love the Lord, but they do 
not give their time so others might 
find him. 
 

On the summit of Mount Everest, there is a marker in memory of 
one of the oldest climbers to ever attempt Everest.  It simply reads: 
�³�+�H���G�L�H�G���F�O�L�P�E�L�Q�J���´�����&�K�L�O�G���R�I���*�R�G���P�D�N�H���W�K�D�W���\�R�X�U���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\�������+�D�U�R�O�G��
�.�X�V�K�Q�H�U�� �V�D�\�V�� �³�2�X�U�� �V�R�X�O�V�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�W�� �K�X�Q�J�U�\�� �I�R�U�� �I�D�P�H���� �F�R�P�I�R�U�W���� �Z�H�D�O�W�K��
or power.  Those rewards create almost as many problems as they 
solve. Our souls are hungry for meaning, so that our 
lives matter and the world will at least be a little bit bet-
�W�H�U���I�R�U���R�X�U���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���S�D�V�V�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���L�W���´ 
 
Whatever God has called you to do: build cathedrals 
or sweep streets, go on the tea rota or help in any of 
the organisations in church, give it everything you 
have got.  God wants you to serve Him, and we do 
�W�K�D�W�� �E�\�� �V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J�� �R�W�K�H�U�V���� �� �/�H�W�¶�V�� �W�D�N�H�� �W�K�H�� �E�U�D�N�H�V�� �R�I�I�� �D�Q�G��
be prepared to work for God - because he needs you, 
his community needs you, his church needs you.  


